Revised
Jefferson County Public Service District
Regular Board Meeting
September 1, 2005
The monthly meeting of the Jefferson County Public Service District was held at 7:00pm on
Thursday, September 1, 2005 in the meeting room of the Charles Town Library. Those in
attendance included: Chairman, Marty Kable; Treasurer, Jack Lantzy; and Secretary, Joe
Hankins. Also present were Susanne Lawton, General Manager PSD; Greg Corliss, County
Commissioner (Commission Liaison to the Public Service District); Will Smith, Pentree Inc.; and
Jim Kelsh, Esquire.
Chairman Kable called the meeting to order at 7:02pm.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes of the August 4, 2005 Regular Board Meeting were approved unanimously
as distributed.

OLD BUSINESS
Flow Meters
Marty Kazmierczak from View Engineering updated the Board on Flow Meters. The monthly
readings from April 2004 – April 2005 showed consistent flow, but the last three months
illustrated sharp changes, which have raised concerns. Mr. Kazmierczak recommends all
meters be recalibrated and inspected by the meter vendor to certify they are working properly.
Susanne Lawton informed the Board that the City of Charles Town is responsible for the flow
meters as ordered by the Public Service Commission, but will not read them until they have
three consecutive months of accurate readings. These meters are calibrated and read monthly
by the Public Service Districts’ billing clerk and a member of the maintenance staff. The Board
would like the vendor to recalibrate and inspect the meters with the participation from Charles
Town. The Public Service District will read the meters until they are recalibrated and certified by
the vendor, then immediately transfer the responsibility for the flow meters to Charles Town.
Action:

Motion made by Mr. Hankins and
seconded by Mr. Lantzy for the
Public Service Districts’ flow
meter vendor to recalibrate and
inspect the meters at the District’s
expense with the understanding
that the City of Charles Town will
participate and immediately take
over the responsibility of flow
meters as ordered by the Public
Service Commission.
Unanimously approved.
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Breckenridge Pump Station Diversion Project
Marty Kazmierczak updated the Board on this project. In a previous diversion agreement, the
Public Service District was permitted to send up to 600 gallons per minute to the Flowing
Springs pump station from the Breckenridge pump station in order for the pumps at the Flowing
Springs pump station to have enough flows at start up. Mr. Kazmierczak, View Engineering,
along with Resource International, designer of the Flowing Springs pump station, propose that
the District send all of their flow to Ranson’s pump station, which they will in turn divert some
back to PS 3-6. Mr. Kazmierczak and the other engineers have formulated a plan for this
diversion project that will economize, conserve money, and triple the capacity of the
Breckenridge pump station. Alvarez is requesting $240,846.00 to complete the project.
Ranson City Manager, David Mills, was also present to explain the need for this project. Mr.
Mills is willing to work with the Public Service District on financial matters to move this project
forward. The Board would like its’ engineers to review the cost and investigate this matter
financially. Since the Public Service District is in an agreement to participate, it will consider
the financial options and a decision on this item will be added to the special meeting agenda for
September 8th.
Action:

Motion made by Mr. Hankins and
seconded by Mr. Lantzy to direct
legal and engineering staff to
reexamine this issue to come up
with a cost figure that reflects a
reasonable investment for the
benefit to the District, and
reexamine the hard cost from the
engineers with a letter of intent
with a cost figure for the
September 8th special meeting.
Unanimously approved.

New Business
Representatives from Monongahela Valley Bank to Discuss Transfer of Accounts from
Susquehanna Bank to MVB
The Public Service District currently uses the Susquehanna Bank on Somerset Boulevard in
Charles Town to hold its accounts. This branch was recently sold to the Monongahela Valley
Bank (MVB) out of Fairmont, WV. The relatively new MVB Bank was established in 1998 and
its Vice President/Marketing and Business Services representative, Gary Cox, informed the
Board of its commitment and banking services it will be providing for the District. MVB will take
over operations October 10, 2005.
Action:

No action taken by the Board.

Charles Town Developer’s Meeting
Susanne Lawton updated the Board on the Charles Town developers meeting held on August
31st. The meeting discussed the need for an upgrade to the Charles Town Plant.
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Action:

No action taken by the Board.

Water Rate Increase
Susanne Lawton updated the Board on a rate increase that was discussed at the May 2005
Board meeting. The Districts staff does not recommend a water rate increase for Glen Haven or
Cavaland. The District reviewed the earnings of these areas and sees no need for a rate
increase for water. Mr. Hankins observed that this item was less about consideration of a rate
increase and more about undertaking a water supply asset review and reinvestment needs
assessment. Staff concurred that an upgrade to the water systems is very much needed and
will be reviewed.
Action:

No action taken by the Board.

Apprentice Program for WWTP Operators
Susanne Lawton updated the Board on the Apprenticeship Program for Wastewater Treatment
Plant Operators, which is trying to be established by Regional Educational Services Agency,
Workforce Training Program in WV, Workman Compensation, and numerous Public Service
District’s. Statistics have shown that operators in West Virginia often fail the Operator test
numerous times before passing due to lack of training. Shepherd University is now putting
together a curriculum for three courses specific to Wastewater Treatment Plant Operators daily
duties; Microbiology, Basic Math, and Programmable Logic Controllers. The courses are each,
8-10 week sessions per year costing $3,000 per class. The General Manager would like to
commit $1,000 per year to these programs and possibly one staff member per class for the first
year on a one-year basis to make sure the Districts staff will attend. There are about six Public
Service Districts’ in the Eastern Panhandle that are considering enrolling in these courses.
Action:

Motion made by Mr. Hankins and
seconded by Mr. Lantzy for the
District to commit up to $3,000.00
for year one, but leave the
discretion up to the General
Manager based on the interest of
the District’s staff on whether we
continue to pay for sessions at
Shepherd University.
Unanimously approved.

Proposals for New Water and Sewer Inspectors
Susanne Lawton informed the Board on proposals received from applicants for new water and
sewer inspection services. The District is using the WV 5G process to review the quality of all of
the applicants for the Districts new water and sewer inspector before choosing whom to
negotiate for price. The Board decided to interview all three applicants (Arro, Thrasher, and
Specialized) at a scheduled special meeting, date to be determined.
Action:

Motion made by Mr. Hankins and
seconded by Mr. Lantzy for the
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three applicants for Water and
Sewer Inspection Services be
invited to a scheduled special
meeting for an individual
interview. Unanimously
approved.

Pipeline License Agreement between Norfolk Southern Railway Company and Jefferson County
Public Service District
Susanne Lawton requested information from the Railway Company for the District’s yearly
charges. The District is now paying $150.00 per year for the railroad crossing in Shenandoah
Junction. Ms. Lawton informed the Board that the Railway Company no longer wants to bill on
a yearly basis, but would like to have the District pay a one-time fee of $2250.00 and not be
billed again. The Board would like the existing agreement with the Company to be
examined/reviewed before a decision is made.
Action:

Motion made by Mr. Hankins and
seconded by Mr. Lantzy to table
this item until further
investigation of the terms of the
existing agreement with the
Railway Company is conducted,
but agreeing that the one-time fee
does not look favorable to the
District. Unanimously approved.

Senate Bill 700 Application and Other Documents for DEP for Highland Farms and Old
Standard
The Chairman informed the Public of the special meeting held that afternoon on this item where
the application for the Senate Bill 700 (Community Infrastructure and Investment Program) was
examined and public comments were encouraged. He opened the floor to public comments.
Commissioner Greg Corliss discussed the concerns of the County Commission relating to the
Senate Bill 700 application. The County Commission was concerned about who is the
Governing Body for this item. The Planning Commission/County Commission would like to
participate in the application process and provide comments on the section in the application
where the economic impact of the region must be described. The Board assured Mr. Corliss
that they have done their job to advertise meetings with special topics and invited the
Commission to these meetings. Commissioner Jim Surkamp, speaking from the audience, has
requested that the County Commission get a copy of the application from the Board prior to
submission. They also requested copies of the Notice of Intent letters sent to DEP from the
District for the Senate Bill 700 for Highland Farms and Old Standard. Other public comments
from Susan Rissler indicated concerns on when an action will be taken on the Senate Bill 700
applications and if further public comments would be welcomed at other meetings. Ms. Rissler
was also concerned about the Senate Bill 700 application stages and process of submission.
This item will be added to next month’s meeting for a possible draft and execution. This may
be discussed at the September 8th special meeting.
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Action:

Motion made by Mr. Hankins and
seconded by Mr. Lantzy to direct
legal and engineering staff to
continue work on the Senate Bill
700 applications, with an
understanding that we may be
looking at an early October
approval/submission timeline.
Unanimously approved.

General Manager’s Report
Susanne Lawton updated the Board on activities since last month’s meeting. On August 16th
Ms. Lawton and the District’s maintenance staff met at Deerfield to go over plant operations,
monitoring requirements, and clear up any questions before the District takes over the Deerfield
operations when the second plant is complete in a few weeks. Mr. Hankins asked for
clarification on the timing of the transfer and the status of the modification of the DEP
groundwater injection permit conditions. The District is also investing in a video camera to
record meetings, field training, and etc., which the Board feels is a great investment.

Discussion of Any Expenses Over Budget
Mr. Lantzy informed the Board that there are no items over budget this month.
Action:

No action taken by the Board.

Action:

Motion made by Mr. Lantzy and
seconded by Mr. Hankins to
approve disbursements for
Cavaland water expenses in the
amount of $1,457.61, for Glen
Haven water expenses in the
amount of $1,239.23, and for the
Public Service District in the
amount of $165,767.76.
Unanimously approved.

Disbursements

Approve Transfer of $1223.60 from Huntfield B Account to Operating Account for Safety Items
Approve Closing of Huntfield B Account
Approve Transfer of $1,807.22 from Sewer Security Deposit Account into Sewer Operating for
Security Deposit Refunds
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Approve Transfer of $100.58 from Cavaland Security Deposit Account into Cavaland Operating
for Security Deposit Refunds
Action:

Motion made by Mr. Lantzy and
seconded by Mr. Hankins to
approve the transfer of $1,223.60
from Huntfield B account, the
closing of the Huntfield B
account, the transfer of $1,807.22
from sewer security deposit
account, and transfer of $100.58
from the Cavaland security
deposit account. Unanimously
approved.

Correspondence
None Discussed.

Public Comments
Mike Wiley from Wormald would like to move up on the list for allocations for EDU’s for the
Beallair project since they have completed all necessary requirements for building permits and
others on the waiting list may not have satisfied all the conditions to remain active. Susanne
Lawton informed Mr. Wiley he must wait on the list as everyone else.

Convene in Executive Session
Action:

Motion made by Mr. Lantzy and
seconded by Mr. Hankins to
convene in executive session for
the purpose of discussing
litigation, competitive contract
negotiations, and certain
personnel issues. Unanimously
approved.

Action:

Motion made by Mr. Hankins and
seconded by Mr. Lantzy to return
to public session. Unanimously
approved.

Action:

Motion made by Mr. Lantzy and
seconded by Mr. Hankins to
adjourn. Unanimously approved.
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There being no further business at this time, the meeting was adjourned at 11:00pm.
The next regular meeting is scheduled for October 3, 2005 at 7:00pm at 200 East Washington
Street, Charles Town.
Respectfully Submitted,

Marty Kable, Chairman
Board of Directors

Joe Hankins, Secretary
Board of Directors

